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H Apreun arro tn 6dAacoa
Artemis from the sea

H Aprepn, képn Tou Aia kai TG AnToug

Kai 5idupn adeAer) Tou ATToAAwva, yevwiBnke otn AfAo.
Zuvoddg TG eival TUVHBWG To EAGQI Kal IEPS TNG JWO N GPKTOG.
O Ounpog T XapakTnpigel «16rvia Onpwvy,

dnAadn «Kupiapxo Twv dypiwv {wwv» (INGda e 470),

TToU Kuvnyd aAAd Kol TTpooTartedel Ta wa.

Zmv 1di6tnTa Tng Kuvny£Tidag pag TapaméuTrel

n @apéTpa oTn pAxn, n Evéupaacia TG - KovTog, JWONEVOG
XITWVAG, IMATIO KAl UYPNAEG PTTOTES (EVOPOMIBES) -,

KaBwg Kal To TG0 TToU TMIBAVWG KPATOUGE GTO APICTEPD XEPI.
H @idAn, Trou Ba kpaToUoe aTo OEi XEPI, OXETIZETAI UE

TNV doknon Aarpeiag yia Tv emikAnon Tng Bedg,
UTTOBNAWVOVTAg TV TTAPAKANGN 1 TNV EUXAPIOTIO TOU avaBéTn.
H 8¢d, wg Aypotépa, TpoaTdreue Ta ddon, Toug aypols

Kal YEVIKWG TNV dypia @Uar.

Qg oeBaoTr TAPBEVOG TTPOTTATEVE Tl BPEPN, TIG KOPEG

Kal TOUG EQBOUG, TO YAHO Kail TIG YUVAIKEG.

Tnv ApTepn UTMPETOUCAV O TTAPBEVEG KOPES - GPKTO! -

TTOU CUHMETEIXaV OTNV TEAETOUPYIa TNG apKTEiag, TN PETABACN
amé v TaIBIKA NAKia otV epnpBeia kai gt UNTRéTNTA.

ZTov AAABIKG XWPO Kal KUpiwg oTnV ATTIKK £xouv BPelei
TOAAG 1EpG, 610U N Bed AaTpeudTaV UE TTOIKIAG TTPOCWVUMIA
- Bpaupwvia, Mouvixia, Ayporépa, Auapuaia,

TauporréAog, ApiaroouAn, ZeAMaopopog, MporuAaia,
AuAieia, Op6ia, Evodia-,

€EVOEIKTIKG TWV TTOAAGV UTTOOTACEWY TNG.

To ouykekpipévo ayaApdrio Ba rirav pdAAov avaBnpa moTod
o€ KAToIo 1EpG TNG. H TpoéAEUaT| TOU HOPTUPE 6TI aViiKe

70 QOpTiO £VOG TTACIOU, TTOU WS HETEPEPE HETAEU GAAWY.
kai épya TéXvng. Eival yvwoTé 6Tl 1Biaitépuwg amé Tov 20 al. T.X.
£WG TO TTPWTO LI Tou Tou al. p.X., Ta EAANVIKG €pya TEXVNG
ATav TEPIZATNTA Kal SIaKooHoUTav Toug SNHGCIoUS

KQll TOUG IBIWTIKOUG XWPOUG TOU PWHAIKOU KOGHOU.

aAudTio Tng Bedg.
* TéAn 4ou ai. . X.
Ap. eup. X 16790

Brenze statuette of the goddess
End of 4th cent. B.C.
-~ Inv. no. X 16790

Artemis, the daughter of Zeus and Leto, twin sister of Apollo,
was born on Delos. The stag was usually her company,
while the bear was her sacred animal.

Homer characterizes her as «Potnia Theron», that is,
«Mistress of wild animals» (lliad ® 470) who hunts but also
protects all untamed animals. To her capacity as Kynegetis
(‘dog-leader’) relate the quiver, suspended over the back,
the costume - short, belted at the waist, chiton, cloak
(himation) and high boots (endromides) -, as well as

the bow and arrow she probably held in the left hand.

The bowl she would have held in the right hand is associated
with the performance of a ritual to evoke the deity, conveying
either invocation or gratitude on behalf of the dedicator.

The goddess as Agrotera, protected the forests, the fields
and wild nature.

As venerated virgin she protected infants, maidens

and adolescents, marriage and women. Artemis was served
by virgin maidens - arktoi (female bears) - who participated in
the ritual of arkreia, the rites of passage from childhood

to adolescence and motherhood.

Many sanctuaries have been located in the Helladic region
and especially in Attica where the goddess was worshipped
under various epithets - Brauronia, Mounichia, Agrotera,
Amarysia, Tauropolos, Aristovouli, Sellasphoros,

Propylaia, Aulideia, Orthia, Enodia-,

all indicative of her numerous aspects.

This specific statuette was probably dedicated to a sanctuary
of the goddess. Its provenance indicates that it was once
included in the cargo of a ship, possibly transporting

works of art among other things. It is well known that especially
in the period from the 2nd cent. B.C. to the first half of the

1st cent. A.D., Greek works of art were much sought after
and adorned private and public places of the Roman world.

AvaoUpnke amé 1o BuBd

01N BaAdooia TEpIOXT|

NG Mukévou kai TapadéBnke
oTo EBviké Apxalohoyiké Mouaegio
10 1959.

It was retrieved from deep waters
in the sea off Mykonos

and handed over to the

National Archaeological Museum
in 1959.




