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AP2INOH B" ®INAAEADPOZ
ARSINOE Il PHILADELPHUS

‘EvVaKEPAC TTOU €ival 0paATO TTAVW ATTO TO OECIO AUTI KAI TUN MO
EVOC oupaiou (KOUTTPAGC) TTAVW OTTO TO METWTTO, OEV APNVEI
KAUIQ augioAia TTwe 10 KEQAAI aTro BacAATn, TToUu AACEUTNKE
YUpw oT1o 270 1.X., arreikoviCel Tnv Apoivon B™ DIAGdeApO
TNG AlyuTrTou. To KEPAG ToU KpIouop@ou Beou MEvdnTog, Tou
OTTOIOU UTTNPCE IEPEIA, Eival TTIBAVOV NEPOC TOU OTEUPATOC TTOU
OXEOIAOTNKE ATTOKAEIOTIKA YI QUTNV.

H Apoivon Arav TTPWTOTOKN KOPN TOU OTPATNyoU Kal
dladoxou Tou Meyalou AAecavdopou, llToAeuaiou Adyou, o
oTToio¢ KuBépvnoe Tnv Aiyuttto w¢ lNToAegpaioc A™ 2ZwThp,
IOPUOVTAC TN MAKEDOVIKN duvaaoTeia TwV INTOAEPAiWY TTOU €iXE
TeAeuTaia BaaoiAiooa Tng Tnv KAgotrarpa Z°.

H Apolvon €Cnoe uia tapaxwdn Kal Ttpayikn wn wg
TTPWTAYWVIOTPIA OAAG KOl WS BUUA PNXAVOPPOAPIWY OE TPEIC
BaAcIAIKEC AQUAEC. ‘EpnPn 000nke o€ yauo pe ToV NAIKIWPEVO
BaolAid TN ©pdknc Auaciyaxo, ye Tov OoTToio €(NCE OTNV
TTPWTEUOUCA TOU AUCIPAXEIa, PEXP! TO Bialo Bavato Tou o€
uaxn. Neaprp xnea, Kar aywviwvTag va TTPOO0TATEUCElI TOUG
TPEIC YIOUG TNG, KATEQUYE TOTE OTNV TTOAN TNG XAAKIOIKNG
Kaoodvopeia OTToU TTAVvTPEUTNKE TOV €TEPOBOAAN] aAdEAPO
NG, PaciAid Tng Makedoviag lNToAepaio Kepauvo. Ekeivog
OMWG OKOTWOE Ta OUO MIKPOTEPA AYOpIa TNG APECWCS UETA TO
Yapo. ATTeATTIONEVN N APOIVON KATEQUYE OTNV TTATPIOA TG TNV
AiyuTrTo, 61ToU BacIAIAC ATV TTIA 0 AdEAPOC TNG NTOAEuaioc B,

Ovouaotnkav PIAadeApol OTav ekeivn €yive ouluyog Kal
BaciAicod Tou, TTPOCTATION TWV YPAUMATWY Kal TWV TEXVWV
Kal apxiEpela pEXpl 1o Bavaro kai tn Beotroinon tng. Ol
«Beoi adeA@oi» utTApcav 1o TTPWTO (eUYOC ADEAPIKOU YAlOU,
CEKIVWVTAC MIa TTPAKTIKI) TTOU aKoAouBnoav Kal ETTOUEVOI
[TToAgpaiol, GyvwaoTn OTNV TTATPOYOVIKA TOUC JAKEDOVIKI QUAN
OAAQ TTAPAdOCIAKN OTIC PAPAWVIKEC DUVAOTEIEC.

H ApolIvon JE TO TTEPITEXVO OTEUUA TNG
O£ avAayAuQo Toixou Tou vaou Tn¢ laidacg
oTIC Pilec, vnoida Tou Neilou

Arsinoe wearing her ornate crown
on a wall relief in the Isis temple
on Philae, a Nile island

Apoivon B’

BaoiAiocoa Tn¢ ©pakng,
TNS Makedoviag Kal

NS AlyUTTTou

[epitrou 316-270 T1.X.

Arsinoe |l

Queen of Thrace,
Macedonia and Egypt
Circa 316-270 BC

A horn that is visible above the right ear and part of a
uraeus (rearing cobra) above the forehead, leaves no doubt
that the basalt head, carved circa 270 BC, depicts Arsinoe |l
Philadelphus of Egypt. This horn of the ram god Mendes, of
whom she was a priestess, is probably part of the crown that
was designed exclusively for her.

Arsinoe was the eldest daughter of Ptolemy son of Lagus, a
general and successor to Alexander the Great; he ruled Egypt
as Ptolemy | Soter and founded the Ptolemaic dynasty, of
Macedonian origin, that ended with the reign of Cleopatra VII.

Arsinoe lived a turbulent and tragic life as a leading figure
and also a victim of intrigues in three royal courts. She was
only a teenager when she was given in marriage to the elderly
King Lysimachus of Thrace. With him she lived in his capital
city Lysimachia, until his violent death in battle. As a young
widow, and in agony of protecting her three sons, she then
fled to the city of Chalcidice Cassandria, where she married
her half-brother, the King of Macedonia Ptolemy Ceraunus
(“Thunderbolt®). He, however, killed her two younger boys
immediately after the wedding. In despair, Arsinoée fled to
her motherland Egypt, where her full brother Ptolemy |l had
ascended to the throne.

They each assumed the title Philadelphus when she
became his wife and queen, patron of arts and letters and
archpriestess until her death and deification. The “sibling
gods” became the first couple of sibling marriage. Thus they
Initiated a practice observed also by succeeding Ptolemies;
a practice unknown to their ancestral Macedonian court but
traditional with preceding pharaonic dynasties.




