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Muknvaiké oc@payIoTIKO
OAKTUAIOI a1Td TNV AKPOTTOAN,
150¢ ai1. . X. (EAM 19356)

Mycenaean signet ring

from the Acropolis of Athens,
15th c. BC (NAM 19356)

2TNV ETTIPAVEIA TOU OAKTUAIOIOU

aTtrelkovidetal N ONUOPIANC MIVWIKN OKNVN

TOU GAPOTOC TTAVW ATTO TAUPO (TaupokaBawia),
aQvAapeoa o€ eva AloVTApI Kal g€ Eva OEVTPO.

Ta yuknNvaika a@payioTIKA OAKTUAIdIO
NTAV TTPOCWTTIKA AVTIKEIMEVA KUPOUC
TWV TTPWTWV EAANVOPWVWYV NYENOVWV,
Twv Muknvaiwv.

H ouykekpipgevn €TTIAOYN TNG TTAPACTACNC

0TO OAKTUAIOI TTOU (popouaayv Ol ApXOVTEC Twv ABnvwy,
UTTOONAWVEI TNV TTPOTIKNON O€ £va MIVWIKO BEpa

KAl OTOUG OUM[BOAIOUOUC TOU YIa AOYO TTou O€ YVWPICOUUE,
Ja TTOU JTTOPEI VO YEVVNOEI EAeUBEPOUC OUVEIPHOUC.

To dakTuAidl Tou Onoéa,

OTTWC Kal Eva ouyXpovo Bpaucua AiBivou ayyeiou
uE TO id10 Bépa atrd TNV AKPOTTOAN TNS ABrRVOC
(aiBouoa 3 Tou Mouaoeiou),

avapiwvouv Tn ouvdeon Tou hubou

LUE TO APXAIOAOYIKA EUPNMATA.

2UUpwWva JE TNV TTapadoacn TnG TTOANC,

O TTPWTOC PACIAIGC-OUVOIKIOTAC 0 ONnoac,
KaBuTtrotace Tnv aypia duvaun tou MivwTaupou
Kal Tou TTavioxupou BaaiAia Mivwa tn¢ Kpntng.
Ki €vag aAAo¢ aBnvaikog pubog

Tou B€Ael Tov BaoiAid Mivwa

va pixvel To OAKTUAIDI Tou 0Tn BAGAacoa
TTPOKAAWVTAC TOV ©ONo€a va 10 BpEl,

OIEKOIKEI TN PAYIKK TOU €TTAANBEUON

LUE TOV WPAIOTEPO TPOTTO.

2UUQWVa JE TTANPOPOPIEG TNG TTPWTNG KATOXOU
TTPOEPXETAI OTTO TNV AKPOTTOAN TS ABrvac.
Bp€Onke Tuxaia otnv TTEPIOXN TWV AVAQIWTIKWY,
MECQ OTA XWHATA TTOU OTTOPPITITOVTAV
ATTO TIC EKOKAPIKEC EPYATIEG YIA TNV ETTEKTACN
Tou TTaAaiou Mouaoce€iou 1n dekaeTia Tou 1950.
ExTiBeTal yia TTpwTn Qopa 0TO EAANVIKO KOIVO.

The Ring of
Theseus

The Minoan popular scene
of bull-leaping

IS depicted on the ring bezel,
flanked by a lion and a tree.

Mycenaean signet rings

were personal prestige objects
of the first Greek-speaking rulers,
the Mycenaeans.

The choice of this particular scene

on a ring that was to be worn by the rulers of Athens
iIndicates a preference for a Minoan theme

and its symbolic connotations.

We do not know the reason for this inclination,

but, nonetheless, it generates

a variery of interpretive associations into our mind.

The ring of Theseus,

along with a contemporaneous stone vase fragment
depicting the same theme from the Acropolis of Athens
(Hall 3 of the Museum), enliven in our eyes

the connection between myth and archaeological finds.

'he legend has it that Theseus,

the first king-founder of the city of Athens,
overpowered the fierce Minotaur

as well as formidable King Minos of Crete.

Yet another Athenian myth, according to which
King Minos threw his signet ring into the sea
and then dared Theseus to find it,

seeks its magical confirmation

in the most beautiful manner

through the present exhibit.

* According to the testimony of the first owner,

~ its place of provenance is the Acropolis of Athens.

A random find from the Anafiotika Houses
(neighbourhood at the foot of the Acropolis hill),

the ring turned up among the earth deposits

that were thrown down the slope in the course of the works
for the construction of the Old Museum extension in the 1950’s.
On display for the first time in Greece.




