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['uuvr TTPOTOWN

ME KEQAAN Tou AvTivoou
BpéBnke otnv MNartpa to 1856.
XpovoAoyeital Aiyo peta 1o 130 p.X.
Ap. eup. I 418

Naked bust

with head of Antinous
Found in Patras in 1856.
Dated a little after 130 A.D.
Inv. no. [ 418

VETTIYpa®pn BAon PyvnuEiou TTPOC TIUN TOU QUTOKPATOPA

Adpiavou. O AiBo¢ yeTaOKEUAOTONKE YIA VA XPNOIUOTTOI-
NOEi €K VEOU WG ETTIKPAVO.
2TNV ETTIYPAPN O AUTOKPATWPE XOPAKTNPICETAl WG 2WThHP,
OAudurrio¢ kai Kriotng. O1 duo TeAeuTaiol TiTAol oxeTidovTal
UE TNV, ETTI TWV NUEPWYV TOU, ATTOTTEPATWON TOU VAOU TOU
OAupuTTiou Aia kai Tnv idpuon Tou NaveAAnviou otnv ABrva.
O 101aiTepog TiITAOG OAUUTTIOC ATTOVEUNONKE E£TTiIONUA OTOV
AdpIavo KATa TV TTapauovr Tou oTnv ABriva ota TEAN Tou
128 kai oT1Ic apxec Tou 129 u.X. Kal o1 TpEIC TITAOI aTTavTOUV
0 BWMOUC Kal ETTIYPAPES TTPOC TIUN TOU QIAEAANVA AUTO-
KPATOPA, VIA TIC EUEPYETIEC TOU TNV TTOAN.
AiTTAa oTnV €TTIypaPn €KTIBETAI N KOAOOOIKN TTPOTOUN TOU
AvTivoou, euvooupevou Tou Adplavou. Bpébnke 1o 1856 o€
eKoKa@n I0IWTIKNG oikiag otnv lNartpa padi ue TNV TTavouolo-
TUTTN TTPOTOMN ap. 417, TTou ekTiBeTal OTNV QiBouca 31a Tou
Moucociou. H teAeuTaia atrotéAeoe TTIBavoTaTa TO TTPOTUTIO
yia Tn dnuioupyia TNG TTPWTNG. Ta TEXVIKA XOPAKTNPIOTIKA
TWV £PYWV UTTOOEIKVUOUV OTI TTPOKEITAI YIa ONMIOUPYIEC TOU
idlou epyaoTnpiou, TIBAVOTATA ATTIKOU.
O oOupop@Poc véoc Beotroibnke atrd Tov Adplavo PETA TOV
TTvVIYJO Tou 1o Neido 1o 130 u.X. H yupvotnTa UuttodnAWVeEl
TAV NPWOTIOINCI TOU, &€VW Ta MEAAYXOAIKA, 10€AAIOTIKA
XOPOKTNPIOTIKA TOU TTPOCWTTOU UTTEVOUNI(OUV TO TPAYIKO TOU
TEAOG. ['vwoTA €ival n atrEpavTn VOoTaAyia TOU AuToKpAToPA
yia Tov €pnpo atrd tn BiBuvia. MNopTpaita kar ayaAuata Tou
aviOpUBNKav o€ OAOKANPN TN PWHAIKA QUTOKPATOPIO ATTO TOV
i010 ToVv ADPIAVO, TTPOKEIJEVOU VO OUYKPATNOEI OTO JAPUAPO
TA XAPOAKTNPIOTIKA TOU VEOU TTOU £PUYE VWPIGC, AAAQ Kal aT1To
TTOAAEC EAANVIKEC TTOAEIC TTOU BEANCAV PE AUTOV TOV TPOTIO
VA TOV TIUNOOUV.
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Evettiypagn faon
MVNMEIOU TTPOC TIUAV TOU
auTokpaTtopa Adpiavou.
AyvwaoTng TTPoEAEUONG.
XpovoAoyeital To 132 p.X.
Ap. eup. © 276

Inscribed base

of a monument in honour
of emperor Hadrian.
Provenance unknown.
Dated to 132 A.D.

Inv. no. © 276
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To Saviour
and Builder
emperor
Hadrian
Olympian.

nscribed base of a monument in honour of emperor Hadrian.

This stone block underwent alteration in order to be used
anew as an impost.
In the inscription the emperor is characterized as Saviour,
Olympian and Builder (Ktistes). The last two titles are related
to the completion, in his days, of the temple of the Olympian
Zeus, and the founding of the Panhellenion in Athens. The
specific title Olympian was officially granted to Hadrian during
his sojourn in Athens at the end of 128 and the beginning of 129
AD. All three titles are encountered on altars and in inscriptions
honouring the philhellenic emperor, for his benefactions to the city.
Next to the inscription we see a colossal bust of Antinous,
a favourite of Hadrian. It was found in 1856, during digging
works for a private house in Patras, along with the identical
bust, no. 417, on display in room 31a of the Museum. The
latter most probably served as prototype for the creation of the
former one. The technical characteristics of both sculptures
suggest that these are creations of the same workshop, in all
probability, an Attic one.
The handsome youth was deified by Hadrian after his drowning
in the Nile, in 130 AD. Nuditity is indicative of his heroization,
while the melancholic, idealized features of the face call to
mind his tragic end. Well-known is the emperor’s fathomless
nostalgia for the adolescent boy from Bithynia. Portraits and
statues of him were erected across the entire Roman empire
by Hadrian himself, so as to capture in marble the features
of the youth, who was doomed to early death, but also many
Greek cities did the same, willing in this way to honour him.




