To AOcato Movoeglo
The Unseen Museum

«2KEUOC yapuapivov mapadoéou XPNOEWC... »

‘Eva aiviyuya amro yapuapo

“Marble artefact of obscure use...”

H Trepiepyn Mappdpivn TTAGKO Kataypa@nke oTo BiBAio
Eicaywyn¢ tou Mouaoegiou w¢ akeuo¢ mapadoéou Xpnoewc,
KAl EPUNVEUONKE WS TTAAETTA (Wypagou, N wc avadnua. Mia
TTPOCPATN MEAETN TNGC OUWC, TTOU TTEPIEAABE evvEQ aAKOMN
TTAPOPOIad EUPNUATA, AVAYVWPEIOE O AuTAV TNV avayAuen
ATTEIKOVION €VOC UIKPOYPAPIKOU EAaloupyEiou.

[0 va AaTTOKPUTITOYPA@PNOElI KAVEIC TNV AvATTapACTAON TNG
EM@PAvVEIAG, Ba TTPETTEI VA CEKIVAOEI ATTO TN MIKPN KUKAIKN
Baon oupTtrieong, TTAvw oTnV oTroia TTIECOVTAV Ta OOKIA JE TIC
ENIEC. ATTO TNV TTPOXOIN TNG PAonc 10 AAdI £€ppEE OTN OKAPN,
OTTOU TTAPEPEVE Yia TNV KaBilnon Twv OTEPEWV CUCTATIKWV.
2T0 TENOC TO TTPOIOV, KOBapO, aTToOnKeUOTAY OTO MICOXWHEVO
oTO £0a@Oo¢ TTOApI. Ta UTTOAEiPPATA OTN MIA AKPN TNG TTAOKAC
QVKOUV OTA OTIOCMEVA TTOOIA €VOC TPATTECIOU, TTAVW OTO
oTroio Ba yivotav n ouveAIyn Twv eAIWV PE Evav KUAIVOPIKO
OTTaoTNPA.

H AUOn Tou apxaiou ypipou yia TOV TTPOOPICUO OAWV TWV
UAPMAPIVWY QVTIKEIMEVWY TOU €idOUC auTou KpuRetal 1Tida-
vOTATO OTN MOKPOOTEVN OXIOUN WMECA OTO TTIOAPI, TTOU ATAV
KATAAANAN yia TN piyn VONIOUATWY, OTTWG OTOUC GNMEPIVOUC
KOUMTTOPADEC. 2TA UTTOAOITTA QVTIKEIMEVA TOU idIoU TUTTOU, TO
mOapI dev Exel TTUOUEVA. Eival, AoITTov, TTI0AVO oI TTAOKEC AUTEC
va TOTTOBETOUVTAV WC KOAUPUATO TTAVW O€ AiBiva KIBwTiq,
UECQ OTA OTTOIA CUYKEVTPWVOVTAV XPNMATIKA TTOOQ, TTOU iCWG
agopoucay oTNV TTapaywyn Tou eAaIOAadOouU.
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A riddle iIn marble

3

[

A

1 :I"
i
I"u;

. B
f b3 v

The peculiar marble slab was recorded in the Entry Book of the
Museum as an artefact of obscure use, and was interpreted as
a painter’s palette, or votive offering. A recent study, however,
iIn which nine more similar finds are included, recognized on
it the depiction in relief of a miniature olive oil press.

Todecipherthe representation on its surface, one should begin
from the small circular compression base on which sacks full
of olives were squeezed. Through the spout of the base, oil
poured into the trough where it remained at rest for the solid
iIngredients to subside. In the end, the pure product was stored
In the half-buried in the ground pithos jar. The fragmentary
remains at the edge of the slab belong to the broken feet of
a table, onto which the compression of olives would have
been performed by means of a cylindrical crusher.

The solution to the ancient riddle, regarding the
purpose of all marble artefacts of this kind, in all
probabilty, is to be found in the oblong slot on the inside
of the pithos jar, which was suitable for inserting coins,
exactly as in modern cash boxes. In the remaining objects
of the same type the pithos jar has no bottom. It is then
highly probable that these slabs were placed as lids on stone
containers, into which sums of money were being collected
that might have been related to the production of olive oil.

Bp€Bnke 10 1903 o€ 1I0IWTIKNA OIKiq,
€1Ti TNG 0dou HeaioTou otnv ABrva

“Yotepol eEAAnvIOoTIKOi Xpovol (150-30 11.X)
(EAM 2550)

Found in 1903 in a private house,
on Hephaistou street, Athens

Late Hellenistic times (150-30 B.C.)
(NAM 2550)

Al T %Y

~ f-?‘i‘-m-:’ﬁ -.mﬂ'lm —
U 7 bt R
- _E"" L

"

& .

- a
K




