To AOcato Movoeglo
The Unseen Museum

H MeyaAn Nni@, dnuioupyoc¢ ToU KOGUOU
The Great Neith, creator of the world

21O XAAKIVA avaBnuaTika I0WAIQ TS TTPWTNC XIAIETIOC TT.X., TTOU
Nnoav TTapayyeAieg EUKATAOTATWY AVABETWY, N avBpwWTTONOP®N
Oed amreikoviletal ouvnBweg oOpO6ia, PE JPAKPU XITwva Kal
KOOUNMATA, POPWVTAC OTO KEPAAI TO PAPAWVIKO KOKKIVO OTEUUA
TNS Katw AlyuTtrTou. To OKNTITPO Kail To EJBANMA TToU Ba KpaToUOE
n BedTnTa dev cwdlovTal EdW.

To 1EpoyAUQIKO TNC OUPPOAO aTtrodideTal Ye TNV HopYr Ouo
OEMEVWV TOCWV N MIAC aOoTTidAC PE OlaoTAUPWUEVA BEAN. Tnv
TTPOPOPA TOU OVOMATOC TNG TNV Yvwpidoupe atro Tov [NAdTwva
(Tiuaiog, 21 E).

[MTavioxupn KalapxEyovn Be0TNTA PE TTOIKIAOUC POAOUC, N MEYAAN
Nni6, n povadikn kai puorTnpIwdnNG, N ynpaioTtePn Ao Toug
OsoU¢g, ONUIOUPYOC TOU KOOMOU, TTOPEPEIVE Kupiapxn oTnv
(wn Twv AIYUTTTIWV aT1TO TNV TETAPTN XIAIETIO TT.X. MEXPI KOl TNV
[TToAepaikN-Pwpuaikn €moxn (wg Tov 40 al. y.X.).

ApXIKG ATav pia gofepr BedTNTA, cCUVUPAOPEVN PE TA OTTAQ, TO
KUVNYI KaI TOV TTOAEUO: N AéoTroliva Tou Toou, 0 ApXovTag Twv
BeAwyv. 2uvoEBNKe GUWC Kal YE TNV TTONITIKR E¢ouaia, Tov Papaw
OAAQ KAl TIC YUVAIKEC TNG PACIAIKAG OIKOYEVEIAS. ApYyOTEPQ, WG
TTPOCTATEUTIKA B€0TNTA, OXETIOTNKE TOOO PE TNV KABNUEPIVI) OCO
Kal JE TNV JeTaBavartia (wr. MuBol ouvdeouv Tn NNi6 pe tnv
ETTIVONON TNG YEVVAG KAl TNG UPAVTIKNG TEXVNG.

H Aatpeia NG, w¢ urréprarng Osag, ammoyeiwbnke KaTa Tnv 26n,
2.aITIKA, AuvaoTeia (664-525 11.X.), 0TV N 2AI¢ 010 AEATA TOU
Neilou, - yeveBAIa TTOAN TNS BedTNTAC OAAG Kal Twv TOTE Dapaw), -
EYIVE N TTIPWTEUOUCA OANG TNG AIYUTITOU.

O HpOdOTOC HaC TTANPOPOPEI TTWG EKEI UTTAPXE TO OVONAOTO IEPO
TNG, OTOV TTEPIBOAO TOu otroiou BartrTrovrav ol Papaw Kal TTwg
OTIC VUXTEPIVEG YIOPTEC TNG Beac, avaBav oe OAn Tnv AiyuTtrTo
Auxvapia kalr dadec¢ 1rpog TNV 1NS (Hpodotocg loropial, 2,62,
169-170, 175). O1 apxaiol 'EAANveC TauTioav T NNiO ue tTnv Bed
ABnva, avayvwpilovtag €101 TNV TTPOAIWVIa dUVAN TNG.

2.Q1G
Sais

XAaAkiva cuutrayn avadnuatikd ayaAparia tng 8eag Nnid
Kal EVETTIYPOPO oUVTayHa TS BeAc e dUo PHop@EC Tou Belkou TTaidiou Qpou
[€iBe N NNiB va didel (wry oTov Ooul yid Tou NEVTIC Kal TNG laxipvTig].

ATTO TNV 24100 TNG AIyUTTTOU.

AwpnBnkav 101880 atrd Tov AiyuTtTiLuTn CUAAEKTN lwavvn AnunTtpiou.

Aly. 348: T€\oc Tn¢ Tpitng MetaBaTikAg MNepiodou, 25n AuvaorTeia (712-670 11.X.).
Aly. 352, 355: apxéc TG "YoTepnc lNepiddou, 26n AuvaoTeia (664-525 11.X).

Bronze solid cast votive statuettes of goddess Neith
and inscribed group of the goddess with two figures both depicting the divine
child Horus [may Neith give life to Thui, son of N-di-s and lah-ir-di-s].

From Sais of Egypt. Donated in 1880 by the Egyptiot collector loannis Dimitriou.

Aly 348: end of the Third Intermediate Period, 25th Dynasty (712-670 B.C.).
Aly 352, 355: beginning of the Late Period, 26th Dynasty (664-525 B.C.).

In the bronze votive figurines of the first millennium B.C.,
that were commissioned by prosperous dedicators, the
anthropomorphicgoddessis oftendepicted standing, dressed
In a long chiton and embellished with jewellery, wearing
the Pharaonic red crown of Lower Egypt. The sceptre and

emblem that the deity would have held are not preserved.

Her hieroglyphic symbol takes the form of two bows tied
together or a shield with two arrows crossed over it. The
pronunciation of her name has become known to us through
Plato (Timaeus, 21 E).

A mightly and primordial deity with a diversity of roles, the
great Neith, the unique and mysterious, the elder of the
gods, creator of the world, retained her predominance in
the life of the Egyptians from the fourth millennium B.C. until
the Ptolemaic-Roman period (up to the 4th cent. A.D.).

Originally, she was a formidable goddess, closely linked with
weapons, hunting and war: the Mistress of the bow, the
Master of the arrows. However, she was also connected
with political authority, the Pharaoh and likewise with the

women of the royal family too. Later on, as a tutetary deity,
she was associated with as much the daily life as the afterlife.
Furthermore, myths narrate that Neith invented birth and the
craft of weaving.

Her cult, as supreme goddess reached its apogee during
the 26th, Saite, Dynasty (664-525 B.C.), when the city of Sais
in the Nile Delta, - the birthplace of the goddess as well as of
the Pharaohs of the time, - became the capital of entire Egypt.

Herodotus informs us that the city possessed the renowned
sanctuary of Neith, in the precinct of which the Pharaohs
were buried, and that in the nocturnal festivals of the
goddess, lamps and torches were lit up throughout Egypt in
her honour (Herodotus Histories, 2,62, 169-170, 175). The
ancient Greeks identified Neith with the goddess Athena,
acknowledging thus her primeval power.




