To AOcato Movoeglo
The Unseen Museum

XAAKIvn oapko@ayoc yaracg,
avabnua ornv Bsa BouBaortn
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... lowW¢ TPIYUPW TWV TOTE TTEQITTAQVWVTAI
paouara maAaiwv kalpwyv. lowc n orrracia
€I BouBaaoriv ragc odnyei. ..

(K.['. KaBaen, n FaAn, Kpuppéva MNomuara)

H yaTta o1o oxnua Tou IEPOYAUPIKOU TNG CUNOAOU, ONAQDN)
0pBIa YE KOUAOUpPIaOUEVN oUpPq,

POPAEl TTEPIOEPAIO KAl WS PUAAKTO «TO UATI TOU Qpouy,
BeoU Tou oupavou Kail Tou AAIoU, KaBwC Kal OKOUAapiKia,
OTTWG UTTOOEIKVUOUYV OI TPUTTEC OTA AUTIA.

2TNV apxaia AiyuTtrto, n yarta ovopadloTtav piou,
AEEN TTPOEPXOMEVN ATTO TO VIAOUPICUA.

XAAKIVEC OOpKOPAyol YATAC XpNnaoiueuayv we Tauarta

Kal KaTaokeualdovTav KaTa TTapayyeAia TTAOUCiwV avabeTwy,
o€ OAN TNV TTPWTN XIAIETIO TT. X.

O1 pTWYOIi apKouvTav o€ aTTAOUCTEPEC BAKEC I OE WOUMIEC
YATAC, TUAIYMEVEC O€ TAIVIEC AIVOU UPACUOATOG

(OTTWG TO AVTIYPAPO PJOUMIAC YATAG TTOU BAETTETE OTNV TTPOONKN KAl TO

TTPWTOTUTIO TNG 0TNV 'EkBeon AlyuttTiakwy, AiBouca 40-1TpoBrkn 16y).

Or1 AiyutrTiol Adtpeuayv Ta (wa w¢ Beoug, yiaTi TTioTEUAV

OTI eyavidovrav Pe TNV Hop®r Touc. H yarta ATav 1o 1€p6 (wo
NG MtraoTitng (BouBaoTtng), rpoaTtaridag B£0TNTAC TOU £pWTA,
TNC YOVINOTNTAG, TNG OIKOYEVEIOKNG EUTUXIOG KOI TOU TOKETOU.
21NV INToAEpaikn TTEPIOOO N Bed TAUTIOTAKE PE TNV APTEUN.

O1 AIyUTTTION, EKTOC OTTO TOUG avBpwTtToug ouvnoilav

VO JOUMIOTTOIOUV TA IEPA (WA TTOU EKTPEPOVTAV

OTOV TTEPIBOAO TWV Vawyv Kal BaBovtav o€ €I0IKA VEKPOTAPEIQ.
Ta TTEPICOOTEPA ATTO AUTA TTPOOPICOVTAV VIO AATPEUTIKESC
TPOOPOPEC. EKTpEQPOVTAV ATTO TOUG IEPEIC Kal BavaTwvovTay
TEAETOUPYIKA, CUVIOTWVTAG MIA ETTIKEPOETTATN VAIKI OIKOVOUIQ.
AOYWw TNG peyaAncg (NTnong kataokeualovrav

KAl WEUTIKEC MOUMIEC (WWV.

ETriong, ol AiyUTITIOlI TAPiIXEUAV TA AYATTNMEVO TOUG KATOIKIOIO
YIQ VO TOUG GUVTPOPEUOUV TNV AIWVIOTNTA.

2UuQwva e Tov Hpodoto (laropial B'. 66), Ta nEAN TNG
OIKOYEVEIOC TTOU £XAVE dia yaTa cupidav Ta gpudlia

WG EVOEICN TTEVOOUG.

QKTIVOYpPa®ia pouuIag

mummy’s radiography = #1
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Bronze cat sarcophagus
votive offering
to goddess Bastet

...There is a chance that around them are then wandering
ghosts of old times. There is a chance that the appatrition
leads them to Bubastis...

(C.P. Cavaty, the Cat, Hidden Poems)

The cat modeled in the shape of its hieroglyphic sign,

erect pose with tail curved, wears a necklace

and amulet figuring «the eye of Horus», god of the sky and sun,
along with rings, as indicated by its pierced ears.

In ancient Egypt the cat was called ‘miou’, a word deriving
from the characteristic utterance of the animal.

Bronze cat sarcophagoi were votives

and their manufacture was commissioned

by wealthy dedicators, throughout the first millennium B.C.
The poor had to be content with humbler cases

or cat mummies wrapped in bandages of linen fabric

(as the replica cat mummy you see here and its original in the Egyptian

Antiquities Exhibition, Hall 40-showcase 16¢c).

The Egyptians worshipped animals as gods because

it was their belief that they were manifestations of deities.

Cat was the sacred animal of Bastet (Bubastis),

protective deity of love, fertility, family happiness and childbirth.
In the Ptolemaic period the goddess was identified with Artemis.

The Egyptians apart from people used to mummify

sacred animals that were kept in the precinct of temples

and buried in special cemeteries. Most of them were intended.
for ritual offerings. These animals were bred by the priests
and ritually killed, constituting a highly prosperous temple
economy. Due to the large demand, fake animal mummies
were made too.

Furthermore, the Egyptians mummified their beloved pets
to accompany them into eternity. According to Herodotus
(The Histories |l, 66), the members of a family that suffered
the loss of a cat shaved off their eyebrows

as a sign of mourning.

TEPIOEPAIO

necklace

QUAOKTO «TO PATI TOU Qpour

amulet «the eye of Horus»




