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The Unseen Museum
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The case of the excavation
- .00 0 at the Neolithic Visviki
magoula (tell)

1n Thessaly

Hléao)\oyia KGBe €1mTOXNG €TTNPEAdEl TNV EPMNVEIA TWV
apxaloAoyIKwV eupnuaTwy. OTtav OPNWG EUTTAEKETAI ME
TTOAITIKEC OKOTTIMOTNTEG, TOTE N OPXAIOAOYia UTTOPEI va VIVE
ONMAVTIKO OTTAO TTPOTTAYAVOQC.

O [leppavog apyaiohoyoc Hans Reinerth (1900-1990) ATtav
KaBnyntnc lNpoioTtopiacg kai [NpwTto-1oTopiag oto [NaveTTioTAUIO
Tou BepoAivou, otn [Nepuavia Tou HeoOTTOAEUOU. EvOoTEPVIOTNKE
TNV €0BvikoooolaAioTik 10eoAoyia Tou NadlloTikou KOPPATOC
(NSADP) ka1 TTpooTrdOnoe va TEKNNPIWOEI apXaIOAOYIKA TRV
ECATTAWON TOU «IVOO-YEPUAVIKNG QUANC» TTPOC TO VOTO.

To 1941, o Reinerth BpéBnke otn @cooaAia WG ACIWHATIKOG
TwV €I0IKWV Ouvapewyv Rosenberg kal aveokawe uttd Tnv
ETTIBAEWYN TOU APPOdIOU EAANVIKOU TuApaTtog ApXaloTATwy, Jid
veoAIBIkA B€on, TN MayouAa Bioikn, kKovid oto BeAeoTivo. EKEi
ATTOKAAUYE £va 0pBoywVIO KTAPIO, TO OTTOI0O OUVEDEDE HE £VA
TUTTO JEYAPOU, YVWOTO ATTO VEOAIBIKO OIKIOHO OTNV Avw 2ounpia
NG epuaviag, TTPOKEINEVOU VA TEKMNPIWOEI TNV EEATTAWON TNG
Bopelag KaToIKiag Kal GUANG TTPOC VOTO.

To 1941-1942 10 cupuUaATA TNG AVAOKA@PNG TOU PETAPEPONKAV
mapavoua otn [epuavia. H katotmmvry avalntnon Toug
TTEPIANPONKE oTNV €KBooN ToU YTToUpYyEiou OPNOKEUPATWY KOl
EOvikAc MNMaideiag «Znuial Twv ApXaloTNTWYV €K Tou INoAEuouU Kal
Twv Z1paTwV Katoxne» (ABnval 1946). Meta atré cCuaTNUATIKEC
TTPOOTTIABEIEC TOU €AANVIKOU KPATOUuC, &ekivnoe 10 1951 O
ETTAVATIATPIONOG TOUC, TToU OAokAnpwOnke 10 2014. OAa
Ta eupnuaTta @uAdooovtal TTAéov oTto EOVIKO ApxaloAoyiko
Mouaoceio. TEAog, 10 2015 dnuooieuBnke N HEAETN TNG MayoUAaC
BioBikn atré tnv AyyeAikn NToulouyAn-Zayxou kai Tnv EvaAlram-
Stern.

H dnuocoicuon KaTedEICE OTI TO TTEPIPNUO BOPEIO YEYAPO' TOU
Reinerth dnuioupyndnke o€ duo OIKIOTIKEC PATEIC KAl ATTOTEAEITAI
a1TO OIAPOPETIKA opBoywvia KTnpia. H MayouAa BioBikn dev
dlapEPEl Ao AAAoUG veOAIBIKOUG oIKIopoUg TnG ©eooaliac.
H trepiodocg akung tne €ival n Nedtepn NeoAiBikn (5300-4500
m.X.), OTNV OTIoIa AVNKElI N YPATITI KAl EYXAPAKTN KEPAUIKN.
Ta uttoAoITTa eupnuaTa, AiBiva epyaAeia, KoOounUaTa armo 0oTo,
KEPATO KAl OOTPEA, O UPAVTIKOC ECOTTAIONOC Kal TA €I0WAIQ,
EVIAOOOVTAl OTOV €UPUTEPO UAIKO TTOAMITIOMO TNG VEOAIBIKNG
@eocoaAiac.

H apxaioAoyikny paptupia ammd tn Mayouha Biofikn oev
QTTOOEIKVUEI KATTOIO TTPWTOPAVI) (QUAETIKI OXEON ME TOV
Boppad, aAAd TN OUVATOTNTA XEIPAYWYNONG TWV APXAIOAOYIKWY
OEOOMEVWV TTPOG ECUTTNPETNON AAAOTPIWY OKOTTWV.
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he ideology of each era influences the interpretation of

archaeological finds. However, when it gets entangled with
political purposes, then archaeology can operate as a major
propaganda tool.

The German archaeologist, Hans Reinerth (1900-1990), was
a professor of Prehistory and Protohistory at the University of
Berlin, in Germany during the interwar period. He embraced
the national socialistic ideology of the Nazi Party (NSADP) and
tried to document through archaeology the expansion of the
«lndo-German race» southwards.

In 1941, Reinerth found himself in Thessaly as an officer of
the Rosenberg special task force and excavated, under the
supervision of the Greek Department of Antiquities, a Neolithic
site, the Visviki magoula, near Velestino. There, he unearthed
a rectangular building, which he associated with a megaron
type, known from a Neolithic settlement in the upper Schwaben
region of Germany, thus substantiating the diffusion of the
northern dwelling and race across the south.

In 1941-1942, the finds from his excavation were illegally
transported to Germany. The subsequent search for their
restitutionwasregisteredinthe publication ofthe HellenicMinistry
of Religious Affairs and National Education, titled «Damages on
Antiquities caused during the War by the Occupation Armies»
(Athens 1946). As a result of the Greek state’s systematic
efforts, the process for their repatriation began in 1951 to be
completed in 2014. All of the finds are now kept in the National
Archaeological Museum, Athens. Finally, in 2015, the study of
Visviki Magoula by Angeliki Douzougli-Zachos and Eva Alram-
Stern was published.

In the publication it is demonstrated that the famous ‘north
megaron/ dwelling’ was constructed in the course of two
building phases and comprises different rectangular edifices.
Magoula Visviki is no different from other Neolithic settlements
of Thessaly. It flourished in the Late Neolithic period (5300-
4500 B.C.), to which both the painted and incised pottery are
dated. The remaining of the finds, stone tools, ornaments of
bone, antler and shell, the weaving equipment as well as the
figurines, fit in the broader sequence of material
culture from Neolithic Thessaly.

The archaeological evidence from Magoula
Visviki does not ascertain any conspicuous
racial connection with the north, but illustrates
the potential manipulation of archaeological
data to serve extraneous purposes.
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