To AOcato Movoeglo
The Unseen Museum

AYO TTANAPXAIA TA=ZIAIA 2TO AITAIO
TWO MOST ANCIENT JOURNEYS IN THE AEGEAN

¥ VA KWTTAAATO TTAOIO XWPIC I0TIA, XOPAYUEVO TIPIV OTTO

E 4.500 xpovia TTavw o€ TNYavooXnNMo oKEUOC aTTé TN 2UP0
KAl Eva XAAKIVO opoiwua AépBou, TTou eTiaxTnke 1.000 xpovia
UETA Kal BpEOnke oTnv Kéa, atrnyxouv Tagidia otn B6aAacoa
ToU Alyaiou pe opunTnplo TIG KUKAGOEG.

TO KWTTAAQTO OKAPOC TTAEEI TTAVW OE APPICUEVA KUUATA TTOU
atrodidovTal Je vobeg oTreipeg. To BAETTOUME ATTO WNAQ HE TO
12-14 kouTTia Tou o€ KABE TTAeupd, aAAG Kail atTo TO TTAAI, OTTOU
N TTAWPN OTEQPETAI PUE EVA WAPI WS aKPoaTOAIo. [NapaocTacelg
TETOIOU £i00UC TTAOIWV gp@avidovtal o€ 30 TNyavooXnua oKeun
TTOU OUVOOEUQV 1I0APIOUOUC VEKPOUG OTO HEYAAO VEKPOTAPEIO

NG XaAavdpiavig 2upou. O1 TpiIavTa autoi avBpwTrol PUTTOPEI

va ATav Kapapokupndeg, va Kpartouoav OTa XEPIA TOUG TO
BaAACOI0 EUTTOPIO METAAAWY, TTNYN TTAOUTOU Kal duvaung Tou
KukAadikou TToAITIopou. Kabe 1agidl kal pia oduooela OTo
Alyaio Kal TNV avatoAikn Meooyelo, XpNOIUOTIOIWVTAG i0WC
EVA TNYOQVOOXNUO OKEUOC WC UYPO KABPETTTN VAUCITTAOIAC.

H x&AKivn AépBog atrd Tnv TTPOICTOPIKA TTOAN oTnv Ayia
Eipnvn 1n¢ KeEag Bpednke padi ue eva eriong XAAKIVO €I0WAIO
AQTPEUTH O€ €va opBoywvIio KTAPIO PE TTOAAG dWMATIO, TOV
ovopalopevovao TTou oTEyade TIHAIVOAYAAUATIATNG BE0TNTAC .
‘Evac nikpoc Oduoo€ac UTTopEi va €iXe TTPOOPEPEI 0TN BEOTNTA
TN MIKpoypa@ia AEPBOU WG EVOEICN EUYVWPOOUVNC YIa TO AiClo
TTEPAGC EVOC OIKOU TOU TACIOIOU JECO O€ TPIKUMIA. AUTOC O TUTTOC
TTAoioU NTaV £€aIPETIKA dladedoucvog otn Mivwikn Kpntn Kal
oTIGC KUKAADEC XIANIADEC XPOVIQ TTPIV ATTO OrMUEPQ.

n oared, mastless, ship incised 4.500 years ago, on a
Aclay frying-pan’ vessel from Syros and a bronze model
of a boat, made 1.000 years later, from the island of Keos,
symbolize journeys in the sea of the Aegean, setting off from
the Cyclades.

The ship floats on foamy waves in the shape of pseudo-
spirals. We see it from above with its 12-14 oars on each
side, but also in section with its prow topped by a fish as naval
emblem. Representations of similar ships appear on 30 ‘flying
pan’ vessels that accompanied an equal number of dead in the
extensive cemetery of Chalandriani on Syros. Perhaps these
thirty individuals were ship owners of the era, leading figures
In the sea trade of metals, a source of wealth and power in
the Cycladic civilization. Every journey an Odyssey across
the Aegean and the east Mediterranean, in which a ‘frying
pan’ vessel could have served as liquid mirror for navigation.

Tnyavooxnuo okeuog atro TnA6 (EAM 1 6177.1) .
2800-2300 1. X. (MpwTtokukAadikn Il TTEPiodoC) )-
2.Up0G, vekpoTapeio Xahavoplavig / i

Clay ‘frying-pan’ vessel (NAM 1 6177.1)
2800-2300 BC (Early Cycladic Il period)
Syros, Chalandriani cemetery
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The bronze boat from the prehistoric town of Ayia Irini
on Keos was found, along with a bronze figurine of an
adorant, in a rectangular multi-room building, the so-

called temple that contained clay statuettes of a ‘deity’.
An ordinary Odysseus might have offered to the deity this
miniature of the boat that led him to safety amid stormy
seas. In any case, this type of vessel was very common in
Minoan Crete and the Cyclades, thousands of years ago.

XAaAKIvo opoiwpa AéuBou (EAM 1 21532)
160¢ al. .X. (YoTepOoKUKAQDIKN | TTEPiIOdOC)
Nadc Ayiacg Eiprivne Kéacg

Bronze model of a boat (NAM [121532)
16th c. BC (Late Cycladic | period)
Temle of Ayia Irini, Keos




