To ABsato Movoegio
The Unseen Museum

H aouvnBioTn 1I0TOPIa EVOC JUKNVAIKOU
QYYEIOU ATTO TN 2ZpUupvn
The unusual story of a Mycenaean
vase.from Smyrna

TIc 16 MaprTiou 1912, 10 EBVIKO
ZApxalo)\oleé Mouaoe€io TTapEAae
EVA  OTTAVIO  ayyeEio: " Evav.  akEPAIO
LUKNVAIKO ap@opoEIdn Kpatnpa ue Bavupacia
EIKOVIOTIKN OIQKOOUNON TIOU QVTAEI EUTIVEUON ATTO
TN @uon. To ayyeio ammokTNONke otn Zpupvn amd EAARva
OUAAEKTN, MeTapEéPBNKke atnv ABnva 1o 1911, . dnAwBnke aTnV
[evikn AleuBuvon ApXaIoTATWY TG ETTOXNC KOl AYOPACTNKE ATTO
TO EAANVIKO KPATOG UE ATTOPACN TOUAOQXAIOAOYIKOU 2 U[30UAiou
evavrl 250 dpayxuwy, Aoyw TS OTTOUDAIOTATAC TOU.

H.apioToupynuaTikg (WYPAPIKN TTIAPACTACH ATTOTUTTWVEL (O€
KAQE TTAEUPA TOU ayyEiou aTTo Eva (EUYOC TAUPOU Kal ayeAAdag
O€ MIa 1I010TUTTN oKNVN epwToTpoTriac. Ta dwa TTapioTavoyTal
EAEUBEPQ O€ QUOIKO TOTTIO va TTAnoIadovTal OIOKPITIKA KAl va
avayvwpidouv UE TIC aVAOEC TOUC TNV apoifaia Kal: polpaia
TOUG €ACN. To elkovoypa@iko BEPa TWV. (WWV Kal TV TTOUAIWY
TTOU EPWTOTPOTTIOUV E€ival KOIVO OTO TTPOIOTOPIKO Alyaio Kal
TTIOTEVUETAI TTWG ATTNXEI ME TPOTTO AAANYOPIKO TNV EPWTIKN £AEN
TWV AvOPWITWY, KABWCE Kal OAWV TwV (WVTaVWYV TTAACUATWY
ETTI YNG.

O Kpatnpac Twv Boogidwyv TTou EpwToTpoTTOUV PIAOTEXVNONKE
O£ KATIOIO PMUKNVAIKO aVAKTOPIKO €pyaaTnplo TG ApyoAidac
oTa TEAN TOUu  140u al. Tr.X. Katotriv. TagiOEWE wWC TNV GAAN
aKpn Tou Alyaiou, XpNOIUOTIoINONKE WG TTOAUTEAEC OKEUOG
QUMTIOCIOU Kal TEAIKA TTPOOCQEPONKE WC TAPIKO OWPO OTOV
TEAEUTAIO TOU KATOXO. 2TIC apXEG Tou 200U aiwva, N Tapavoun
AVOOKAPIKN OPaCTNEIOTNTA KAl N OIaKivAOoN apXaioTNTWV TO
EPEPAV OTN 2ZHUPVN KAl ATTO eKEi-OTNV. ABNva kal oTto. EBVIKO
ApxaioAoyiko Mouaogio.

O Kpatnpag twv Boogidwyv TTou
EpwTtorpotrouv, EAM [1 10539
ApXaioAoyIKO axEDI0: Nikog 2.eTTeTCOYAOU)

The Flirting Bovines Krater, NAM P 10539
Archaeological drawing by Nikos Sepetzoglou

n March 16, 1912, the National Archaeological Museum
Oreceived a rare vase: an intact Mycenaean amphoroid
krater with. a magnificent pictorial decoration, inspired by
nature. The vase was acquired in Smyrna by a Greek collector,
transported ‘to Athens in 1911, declared to the General
Directorate of Antiquities of the time and purchased by the
Greek state by decision of the Archaeological Council for 250
drachmas, due to its importance.

The masterpiece depicts on each side of the vase a pair of
bull and cow in -a peculiar courtship scene. The animals are
representedfreeinanatural landscape, discreetly approaching
each other and recognizing with every breath they take their
mutual and undeniable attraction. The iconographic theme of
flirting animals and birds:is common in the Aegean and is
believed to allegorically reflect the erotic attraction of humans,
as well as all other living creatures.

The Flirting ‘Bovines Krater was produced in a Mycenaean
palatial workshop.in the Argolid at the end of the 14th c.
BC. It then traveled to the other side of the Aegean, served
as a luxurious banquet vessel and was finally offered as a
burial gift to its last owner. At the beginning of the 20th c.,
the illegal excavation activity and the trafficking of antiques
broughtitto Smyrna and from there to Athens and the National

Archaeological Museum.




