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The Unseen Museum

©¢coi kKal Npwec atro Tn Mikpa Aacia

Gods and heroes
from Asia Minor

ara tnv TpIETIa TNG EAANVIKNG Aloiknong 2pupvng, ammo tov Maio
KTOU’ 1919 uéxpr Tov AuyouoTto Tou 1922, To veoouoTaBev TuRua
APXQIOTATWYV TTPAYUATOTTOINCE OTTOUDAIO APXAIOAOYIKO £pYO OTN OUTIKN
Mikpa Acia. [NpwTtaywvioTEC Tou NTav ol ' EAANVEC apxaloAoyol [ ewpylog
[1. Oikovouog (1883-1951), KwvoTavtivog Koupouviwtng (1872-1945),
NikoAaoc Adokapic (1898-1924) kai EuaTpdTioc Mapackeudidng (1896-
1969). O1 €peuveg TOuC £mTIKEVTPWONKAv oTtnv ‘E@eco, otn Nuoa Tou
TotapoU Maiavdpou, oTic KAalopevec Kal aAAou.

2170 EOVIKO Apxaioloyikd Moucogio uAlacoovTal CrPEPA  TTOIKIAO
eupnuara arrd 1 Mikpd Acia. Aiya pyovov atmdé autd ouvOEovTal ME
TN Mikpaaoiatikr) ekoTpareia. To xaAkivo ayaAuartidio HpakAn (EAM X
15066), pwuaikwy XpOovwy, TTou TTapouciadletal edw, NEde oto EBvIKO
ApxaioAoyiké Mouacegio atmro tnv lNpouca, 1o 1925, xapn Ot EVEPYEIEC
Tou EuoTtpadTtiou MNMapaokeudidn. O KOUPAOUEVOC NPWAC TTAPIOTAVETAI
QVOTTAQUOUEVOG META TOUC ABAOUC TOU, OTNPIYMEVOC OTO POTTAAS TOU.

Ta dUO TTAAIVO CUUTTAEYUATA EPWTEUNEVWY (EUYAPIWY TTOU TTAPOUCIA-
(ovtal padi Tou XpovoAoyouvTtal 0TouG EAANVIOTIKOUG Xpovouc. [iIBavov
vVa TTPOEPXOVTAl aTTO TNV apxaia TToAn Mupiva tng Mikpac Aciac, yvwaoTn
YIQ TNV aQyATrn TNG oTa TrepiTeXva eidwAIa. IepiABav oto Mouacceio trpiv
atro 10 1921, ammd ayopéEC. 210 yeyaAutepo TAIvo ouptrAeypa (EAM A
4829) avayvwpiloupue To TEPWTO (eUyoc Tou ‘Epwrta kai TG Yuxng, Tou
oXeTieTal uE pIa TTAATWVIKA TTapaBoAn yia Tnv ayarn (MAGTwyv, @aidpoc,
2uurtroaiov 4, 28 kai 6, 24). To GAAO TTAIVO GUUTTAEYO (EAM A 4824)
moavov TTapiotavel TNV Appoditn kal Tov Adwvl, Bed TNG BAAcTNONG
KAl €PACTN TNG, KATA TN OTIYMI TOU ATTOXAIPETIONOU TOUG, TTPIV OTTO TOV
CAPVIKO TOU BAavaTo o€ Kuvnyl aypioxoipou (Zatrpw, Lobel-Page atroorTr.
140, OBidlog, Metamorphoses, 10, 708-739).

uring the three-year period of the Greek Administration of Smyrna, -
Dfrom May 1919 to August 1922, the newly-founded Department
of Antiquities conducted important archaeological research in western
Asia Minor. The Greek archaeologists Georgios P. Oikonomos (1883-
1951), Konstantinos Kourouniotis (1872-1945), Nikolaos Laskaris
(1898-1924) and Eustratios Paraskevaidis (1896-1969) led this
project. Their research work focused in Ephesos, Nysa by the river
Meander, in Klazomenai and other areas.

Various finds from Asia Minor are kept today in the National
Archaeological Museum. Only very few of these are connected to the
Asia Minor Expedition. The bronze Herakles statuette (NAM X 15066),
of the Roman period, from Prousa (Bursa), shown here, came to the
National Archaeological Museum in 1925, thanks to the actions of
Eustratios Paraskevaidis. The .fatigded'hero IS represented resting
after his Iaborsz supported on his club.
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The two terracotta complexes of“lpvgcouples that are presented
together with the bronze statuette ‘are dated in Hellenistic times.
They were probably found in Mi/rina, Asia Minor and came to the
Museum before 1921, through purchases. The winged figures of Eros
and Psyche are repres'éﬁted in the larger terracotta complex (NAM
A 4829). This amorous couple is connected to a Platonic parable
on love (Plato, Phaedrus, Symposion 4, 28 and 6, 24). The figures
of the other terracotta complex (NAM A 4824) can be considered to
represent Aphrodite and Adonis, a god of nature and lover of this
goddess, embraced at the moment before the latter’'s premature
&eath in a wild boar hunt (Sappho, Lobel-Page fragment 140, Ovid,
Metamorphoses, 10, 708-739).



