To AOcato Movoelo
The Unseen Museum

Mia yapuapivn KE@aAn TTaidiou

QTTO TIC OTAXTEC TNC 2PJUPVNC
A marble head of a child
retrieved from the ashes of Smyrna

VEQVIKI KEPAAN, ME TA AVAONKWHEVA KUUATIOTA PMOAAIQ TTOU OTE-
H (PAVWVOUV TO UETWTTO TNG, ATTOTEAEI AVTIYPAPO £VOC EAANVICTIKOU
TTPOTUTTOU. O1 £EVTOVEC POOPECOTNV ETTIPAVEIA TNC OPEINOVTAI OE BPAUTEIC
Ka1oTnV EKBeonoe uwnAn Bepuokpaaia, noTroia aAACiwoE TNV ETTIOEPHIOA
TOU Japuapou, TTou NTAaV AAAOTE OTIATTVN.

O1 ouvBNKeC TNC TTPOKANONG TWV EKTETAPEVWV POBOPWV TTEPIYPAPOVTAI
o€ OUO eyypapa atro 1o AioiknTikoO Apxeio Tou Mouaoegiou TTou PEPOUV
nuepopnvia 28.8.1926. To TpwTo €ival N avag@opda Tou 10TE AleuBuvTr,
[Tavayiwtn KaoTtpiwtn oTov YTToupyo OTI O OTPATIWTIKOGC OKOAOUBOC
oTnVv AyyAIKn TTpeoBeia Tng ABnRvac, L. Bower, dwplioe oto Moudo€io pia
KEPaAn, Oavw¢ Mouoag ammo 10 Mouaoegio TG EuayyeAIKNC 2X0ANG
2 MUPVNGC «PEPOUCA (WNPA TA IXVN TTUPOC EK TNC £V £TEI 1922 €K TTUPKAITAGC
KATAOTPOPNC TNG TTOAEWC». To OEUTEPO EYYPAPO €ival N EUXAPIOTAPIO
ETTIOTOAN TOUu KaoTpiwTtn oTOoV OWENTH, YPAUMEVN OTA YOAAIKA.

H EuayyeAikn 2X0AN 2pupvng ATav £va atro 10 ONUAVTIKOTEPA EKTTAI-
OEUTIKA 10pUPaTa TTOU AsiToupyoucav otnv OBwuavikr) auTokpaTopia.
Eixe mToIKiAa TTApAPTAMATA, METACU TWV OTTOIWV TTAOUCIA BIBAIOBNKN UE
35000 TitAouc kai apxaloAoyikd Mouageio, TTou CUYKPOTABNKE OTIC APXES
Tou 19% al. yEow ayopwyv, TTAPADOCEWYV KAl OWPEWV ATTO CUAAEKTEC
Kal apxaloPiAouc. To Mouaocgio trepIAGuave vouiopaTa, ETTIYPAPEC,
YAUTITQ, TTHAIVa Kail YUaAiva €pya. H AsiToupyia Tou Ogv nrav ouvexnc.
To 1873 emavidpubnke Kal cuvevwOnke pe 1N BiBAioBNkn. Karda tnv
mmepiodo TNG "YTratng Appoorteiac (1919-1922) kai xapn otn cuotaon
TOU Tunuatog ApXaloTATWYV ZuUpvNG, 0l CUANOYEC TOU EUTTAOUTIOBNKAV
LUE TN METOA@OPA APXAIOTATWY ATTO TO EOWTEPIKO TNS Mikpac Aadiacg. To
Mouao€io KaTaoTpAPnNKe OAOOXEPWGS TOV 2eTTTEURPIO Tou 1922 atro TN
PWTIA TNG ZPJUPVNCE KAl N TUXN TTOAAWY ATTO TIC aPXAIOTNTEC TTOU OTEYACE
ayvoeital. H ouykekpigevn KEQaA dlacwbnke xapn aTn ¢POVvTIida £VOg
AyyAou JITTAWMATN, TTOU TN OIEKPIVE KAl TNV AVECOUPE OTTO TIC OTAXTEC
TNS KaTtaaoTpoPng.

EAAHNIKH AHMOKPATIA
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Mappuapivn ke@aAr ap. katr. EAM " 3616. 'Epyo mBavov pwuaikwy Xpovwy,
EUTTVEUOMEVO ATTO EAANVIOTIKO TTPOTUTTO

Marble head inv. no NAM I 3616. Possibly a Roman work
after a Hellenistic prototype

his youthful head, with curly upswept hair crowning the forehead,
Tis a copy of a Hellenistic prototype. The intense damage discerned
on its surface is due to breakages and exposure to high temperature,
which altered the once glossy skin of the marble.

The circumstances of the extensive damage caused are described
In two documents kept in the Museum’s Administrative Archive dated
28.8.1926. The first one is the report of the then Director, Panagiotis
Kastriotis, to the Minister mentioning that the military attaché at the
British Embassy in Athens, L. Bower, donated to the Museum a head,
probably of a Muse once housed in the Museum of the Evangelical
School of Smyrna, “bearing vivid traces of fire from the destruction of
the city in 1922". The second document is Kastriotis’ letter of thanks to
the donor, written in French.

The Evangelical School of Smyrna was one of the most important
educational institutes operating in the Ottoman Empire. It held a variety of
annexes, including among others a rich library comprising 35,000 titles,
and an archaeological museum, established in the early 19th century
through purchases and donations from collectors and antiquarians.
The Museum collections included coins, inscriptions, sculptures and
artefacts from terracotta and glass. Its operation was not continuous;
In 1873 it was re-established and merged with the Library. During the
period of the Greek Administration of Smyrna (1919-1922) and thanks to
the establishment of the local Department of Antiquities, its collections
were enriched with the transfer of antiquities from inland Asia Minor. The
Museum was completely destroyed on September 1922 by the Great
Fire of Smyrna and the fate of many of its antiquities is unknown. This
particular head was rescued thanks to the care of a British diplomat,
who found it and retrieved it from the ashes of the Catastrophe.




