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AUO HIKPOI EpWTEC ATTO TN 2UUpPVN

Two little Erotes from Smyrna
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,-\ Uo PIKPOI ‘EpwTec £xouv aTr0K0|pr]6£| KOOIOTOI, AKOUUTTWVTAC TO
OTO AUYIOMEVO YOVOTO, UE Tlg TTAAGUEC TWV DUO XEPIWV VId TTPOTKEPAAL.
Ta TPOoWTIA TOUG €ival OTPOYYUAQ € POUCKWTA JAYOUAQ, T KUPATIOTA

EVa OKEAOC OTO aéacpog Ta Kacpa)\la TOUG aTnpiovtal VWYEAIKQ

MOAAIQ TOUG JOKPIA KOl TTAEYPEVA O€ TTAECOUOA OTNV KOPU®PI TOU KEPAAIOU,
EVW TO CWMA KAl TO OKEAN ATTOOIOOVTAI TTAXOUAQ.

Ta dUo ayaApaTIa UTTPCaV akpwTnpela (YAUTTTH) YWVIOKK OlaKOOUNoN)
TOU OQIippPIXTOU KAAUPMOATOC MOpUAPIVAGC oapKo@Ayou, ME avayAuga
KUMATIO OTa yeiod. Agv yvwpiCoupe TTOTE QATTOKOTINKAV ME TTPIOVI
Kal AeidveBnkav pe OKOTTO va TTOUuAnBouv XwpIioTa. Apyc’)Ts@a, oTIG
4 AuyoucoTou 1883, ayopdoTnkav amo Tnv ev ABrivaig ApXaloAoyIKA
Etaipsia ammd 1o apxaiomtwAeio Tou K. MoAuyxpovotrouAou oTn -ZQL’Jpvn.

Me [3don 1O €i00G TOU YAPUAPOU Kail T OlIAKOOUNON TwV ysfboqv TOU
QETWMATOC, N GapKo.cpéyog ATTOOIOETAI OTO ap'yaoTr’]plo Tou AoKIuEgiou

otn M. Acia, TTou F]TGV 101aiTEQPA YV ’QTO OX! JOVO yia TNV TTapaywyn -

aAAQ Kal yIa TIC s&aywyag TTOAUTEAWV ;pnpKocpaywv L

O alKovoypacleog Iurmg TOU KOolywuevou Epwrta egivail af,alpanm
ONUOYIANG, Nodn aTro TNV €AANVIOTIKA TTEPiodo. ATTavid O€ TTOIKIAG

€idn, Epywv TEXVNG, QVAPECA TOUG Ot emMTUMPIO pvnueia OAwv. TWV

KOTNYOPIWV. TNV TOPIKA TEXVN TS PWHOIKAC ETTOXAS O 'Epwmg TTOoU
KOIMATAI ATTOTEAEI, OTTWG TTPOKUTITEI KAI ATTO ETTIVPAPIKEC papTuplag,
uia aAANyopIKkn ﬂapaomon”?/ u QIWVIOU UTTVOU Kdal TOU Bavartou kai
ATTEIKOVICETAI OUXVA O€ aycx)\uam, OTNAEC, BwHOUC, aAAG KUPIWG o€
00TEOONKEC Kal oapKocpdyougf'HH aTrach')wor] MIKPWV KOINWHEVWYV
Epwtwy w¢ aprTnplwv oTO KAAUppO GapKocpayou Kou UAAIOTO O€
0€on kaBioTou UTTVOU el\go‘q .‘!élanspa oTTavVIa Kal HapTUPd iowC TNV
AvVAYKN CUP@IAIiwoNG ™me |€'§“£0(g TOU MolIpaiou TEAOUG UE TN YAuKUTNTO
TOU UTTVOU £VOG TTaIOIOU.
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ATTO ayopd Tn¢ ev ABrivaic ApxaioAoyIKAG ETa
oTn 2pupvn 10 1883
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wo little marble Erotes have fallen asleep while seated with one leg
Tresting on the ground. Their heads rest numbly on the bent knee,
the palms of bo_;ch hands serving as a pillow. They have round faces
with chubby cheeks, and long hair braided along the top of their heads.
Their body and limbs are plump.

The two statuettes served as acroteria (sculpted corner decoration) on
the gabled lid of a marble sarcophagus with moulded cornices. We do
not know whenthe figures were sawn off the lid, and polished, to be sold
mdepe,ndently They were consequently bought by the Archaeological
SQCle‘.tyhatIAthens on 4th August 1883 from the antiquarian shop of
Kf Polychfonopoulos in Smyrna.

._'ljhe kind of marble used, and the decoration of the cornices, lead to

an attribution of the sarcophagus to the workshop of Dokimeion in Asia
Minor, a marble-working facility particularly known for the production,
but also for the export of luxury sarcophagi.

The pictorial type of sleeping Eros was especially popular in antiquity,
as early as the Hellenistic period. It is found in various works of art,
among which are funerary monuments of all types. In the funerary art
of the Roman period, the sleeping Eros is seen, as evidenced by
epigraphic testimonies, as an allegorical representation of th:e eternal
sleep and death and is often depicted on statues, reliefs, afftars and
mainly on ossuaries and sarcophagi. Nevertheless, the repi"ese‘nfation
of young Erotes, asleep in a seated position, as acroteria on sarcophagus
lids, is particularly rare. It perhaps indicates the need to reefoncne oneself
with the idea of the end of life as something that could lqe assimilated
to the sweetness of a child’s slegp. x
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'-I\/Iarble statuettes of little Erotes from the lid
U of a gabled sarcophagus

Circa AD 150

Purchase of the Archaeological Society at Athens
in Smyrna in 1883
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