To ABeato Movoeglo
The Unseen Museum

H TTapagevn 10Topia EVOG KOUPOU aTTo TNV KpATn

XAAKIVOC KOUPOC HIVWIKOU TUTTOoU (EAM 11 6284).
Madi Tou ekTiOETAI TO POAUBDIVO PIVWIKO EI0WAIO \
aTTO TNV avackaen Tou X. Toouvta oTov BOAWTO TAPO {
Kautrou Meoonviag (EAM M 3301). Mepi o 1500 171.X. *

Bronze Minoan-type statuette of male youth (NAM P 6284). |
On display along with the Minoan made of lead figurine,
from Ch. Tsountas’ excavation at the Kambos in Messenia
tholos tomb (NAM P 3301). Ca 1500 BC.
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To EBvVIK6 ApXaioAoyiké Mouosio aTmékTnoe TIpIv . - ! I he National Archaeological Museum
aTTo £vaV AlWVA JE ayopd, EVa CTTAVIAC OMOPYIAC . : ;“ acquired a century ago by purchase,
XAAKIVO ayaAMaTiOIo TTou aTTodIdEl TOV MIVWIKO TUTTO £ “; a bronze statuette of rare beauty that
Tou AaTtpeuTn. O TUTTOC AUTOC €ival YVWOTOC ATTO depicts the Minoan type of adorant. This

EKATOVTADEC XAAKIVA avOPIKA Kal YUVAIKEIQ €I0WAIQ,
TA TTEPICCOTEPA EK TWV OTTOIWYV XPOVOAOYOUVTAl
oTn veoavakTopikn trepiodo (1700-1450 11.X.) Kal

type is known from hundreds of bronze
male and female figurines, most of which
date to the neo-palatial period (1700-1450 BC)

TTPOEPXOVTAI ATTO OIKITHMOUC, TAPOUC, 1EPA KOPUPNC and come from settlements, tombs, peak
KAl KUpiwg atro Tpia otrnAaia Tng KpnTtng: 1o [daiov | ,, sanctuaries and mainly from three caves in Crete:
AvTpov, To Wuxpo (AiKkTaiov AvTpov) Kal TO GTTAACIO -‘? lda (Ideon Antron), Psychro (Dictaian Cave) and
2 KOTEIVOU. To €10wWAI0 ToUu EBvIKOU ApxaioAoyikou e Skoteino. The figurine of the National Archaeological

Mouacciou @epeTal va £xel Bpedel otn MIAATO TWYV W,
MaAiwv. ATTEIKOVIZEl TN YUMVA Hop®r EvOC vEou dvdpa -
TTOU OTEKETAI OPBI0C, Popa TTEPICWHA KAl KAMUTTTEl ME

TOEOEION TPOTTO TNV TTAATN TTPOC TA TTICW. To OECi XEPI

ONKWVETAI OTO UYOC TOU METWTTOU Kal KATAANYEI O€ ypoBIq,

. ady X

Museum is said to have been found in Milatos, near
Malia. It depicts a standing, arching his back, male
youth, almost nude wearing just a loincloth. The right
hand, with closed fist, is raised to the forehead, in the
characteristic Minoan ‘greeting’, which is interpreted

oxNUaTiCovTag TOV XOPAKTNPICTIKO MIVWIKO ‘XAIPETIOHO, = as a gesture of worship. The right foot is half a step
TTOU EPUNVEUETAI WS AQTPEUTIKN XEIPOVOUMIa. To OeCi TTOOI BPioKETAI MICO behind the left one, highlighting the physical intensity of
BAMA TTIO TTICW ATTO TO APICTEPO, ETTITEIVOVTAC TNV CWHATIKN EVTOON TNG the moment, the eternal «standing now» (nunc stans)
OTIYMNG, TO QIWVIA «ICTAMEVO TWEA» (NUNC stans) TS AATPEIAC. ZUNPWVA HE of worship. According to leading scholars of Minoan
KOPUQPAIOUC MEAETNTEC TNC MIVWIKNG EIKOVOYPAPIAC, TA XAAKIVA €I0WAIQ iconography, the bronze figurines of worshipers depict
TWV AATPEUTWYV ATTEIKOVICOUV TOUC IDIOUC TOUC TTRPOCKUVNTEC EVWTTIOV i the pilgrims themselves before the deity.

NG BeoTnTaC, i, The statuette of the National Archaeological Museum
To eidwAio Tou EBvikou ApxalioAoyikou Mouaegiou gival KOTOOKEUQOMEVO : IS made of an alloy of copper with lead, which is

ATTO KPAMUA XOAKOU PE MOAURBDO, TTOU ATTAVTATAI OTA £PYA TOU €i00UC
autou. QoTO00, N AdNAN TTPOEAEUCTH) TOU, N ACUVNBICTN PUCIOKPATIKN

encountered in many Minoan figurines. However,
its unknown provenance, the unusual naturalistic

rendering of various details, combined with its large size
make it unique and raise doubts about its authenticity.
The display of the bronze kouros in the Unseen Museum

ATTO000N TTOIKIAWVY AETTTOMEPEIWY, OE CUVOUQOHNO ME TO MEYAAO TOU j
LEYEBOC TO KOBIOTOUV [JOVADIKO KOl EYEIPOUV AMQIBOAIEC VIO TN YvNOIOTATA
TOU. H avadeign Tou XaAKIvou Koupou oT1o ABcato Mouoeio onuatodoTeEi

TNV £vapén NS avaywnAaenong £vog TTOAIOU YpPIQOU JUE TA gUyXpPOva
MECQ KAl TIC MEBODOUC TNG £TTOXNC MAC.

marks the re-examination of an old riddle employing modern
means and methods of our time.
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