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The National Archaeotogieal Museum

is hosting ten.oracular lead tablets from S
the collection of the Archaeologlcal Museum '

|- of loannina, launching its new exhibition prOJect
'._entltled NAM meets Museums ‘
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Oracular lead tablet from the Sanctuary- of Dodona Late 5th c. BCE.
loannina, Archaeological Museum 12177 .

The lead oracular tablets

-

he oracular tablets from Dodona are th|n rectangular-

sheets of lead on which visitors to the Oracle inscribed
the questionsthey addressed, ‘mainly, to Zeus and Dione,
his cult partner. These are usually small fragments‘of a

few centimeters, mostly pallmpsests because they were -
~used many. times. : - :

f
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- On the basis of scrlpt characterlstlcs they are dated from-

the late 6th c. BCE till the mid of the 2nd- c. BCE. The
pilgrims of the Oracle wrote their question on one side
of the lead sheet and then fold or roll it up, enclosing the

questlon inside. Regarding their subject, the questions
-are divided ‘into publlc and private. Public’ questions
- are relatlvely few. They are asked by cities or koma

and usually concern political or religious matters. Most

_ private questions are- usually asked by men, less often
~ by women or couples, and comprise aspects that occupy
people at all times and cause them stress, such as famlly,_ i

health, career, travel, property disputes.

On the 24th of May 2023, the lead tablets were mcluded |
to the UNESCO's I|st "Memory of the World" s

I

United Nations -
Educational, Scientific and -
Cultural Organization .

MAPMAPO



