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H oTnAN TWV. OI0UPWYV PPEPWV

The stele of the twin babies

| 2UAAOYEG TOu EBvikou ApxaloAoyikoU Mouceiou gutrAouTi¢ovral
Os&b KOl TTAVW ATTO £VaV AlVa UE KATAOXEOEIC KOl ETTAVATTATPI-
OMOUC apXOQIOTATWY TTOU TTPOEPXOVTAI ATTO TTAPAVOUES AVAOKAPES KAl
ECAYWYEC, KABWC Kal e TTapadO0EIC Kal DWPEEC. IDIWTWV. Agv gival
NIYEC Ol POPEC TIOU IOIWTEG TTAPAdIOOUV  apxaioTnTeG 1o Mouaotgio
XWPEIC Kapia arraitnon yia XpnuaTikni atrolnuiwaon. KAaroleg 10Topieg
TTAPAOOCNC apXaiwV. €ival IDIAITEPA OUYKIVATIKES KAl ACIEC UVEIAG, OTTWC
N OUYKEKPIMEVN.

To NogufBpio. Tou 2008 €vac PAKOOUAAEKTNG E@epe oTO Mouaocio,
TUNIYMEVO € TTOAIO Uaoud, £va Bpauopa Japuapou Ye TRV TTANpogopia
OTI- TO EVTOTNIOE O€ peua tou Mevidiou. O1 apyaioAoyor Tou Mouaogiou
OIATTIOTWOAV PE EKTTANEN OTI TO PJapHApIvVo: Bpaucua diIdTAPOUCE O€
avAyAu@o OUO OTTAPYAVWMEVA - BPEPN, TTPOPAVWG OIdUNA, OTAV. ayKaAId
VUVAIKEIOC HOPPAC. '

To BEpa-TNG Bpe@okpaToUOoAS YUVAIKEIOS HOPPNS PPIOKE! TTAPAAANAO
o€ TTANBwpPa EMTUUBIWV HvNUEIWY TOU 40U al. TT.X., OTTOU N-UNTEPQ,
N TPOPOGC I KATTOIO OCUYYEVNGC KPATAEI TPUPEPQ OTNV AYKOAIA TNG TO
- Bpe@ocg. ‘Exel yaliora utrooTnpixOei. N amown. OTI 1A avayAupa e
QTTEIKOVION POOKIWPEVOU BREPOUG TTPoOoPICOVTAV VIO TAPOUS YuvouK(bv
TTOU TTEQavVAV OTOV TOKETO, KATI TTOU. OUWC UTTOPEI va ETTIRERAIWBE] povov
£av ONAWVETAI PNTA OTN OUVOOEUTIKN ETTIYPAMH.

H 101aITEPOTNTA TOU OQUYKEKPIMEVOU YAUTITOU, TTOU TO KOBIOTA TOOO
EVOIO@EPOV, EYKEITAlI OTO YEYOVOG OTI QATTEIKOVICEI OXI- evd PPEPOG,
aAAQ Oiduua. 2TV ayyeloypa@ia Ol OTTEIKOVIOEIS OIOUMWY Bpecp(bv
Trepiopiovral o€ puboAoyika Ceuyn, OTTWC Ta TEKVA TNG:-ANTOUG, N TOUG
yiouc Tou [looeidwyva, Tou Alovuoou kai TNG Appoditng. Ta emTupfia
uvnueia pe TapdoTtoon diIdUPwV givai  eAdxioTa. To Bpalopa Tou
EOvikou ApyxaioAoyikou Moucegiou, KaBwe Kal -Eva €TTITAPIO AYOAUO

YUVaikag TTou BnAadel didupa atro TN ZIKEAIQ, £ival TA JOVOOIKA YAUTITA!

TTou atreikoviCouv BvnTd didupa Bpépn oTnV id1a ayKaAId, SNAWVOVTOC
mOavoTaTa TNV KOIVA TOUG Hoipa WS 0pPavwy.
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Opaucopa etiTupfiou avayAugpou
ME TTapacTacn dIdUPWY BpePpwv
Bp€bnke ato Mevidl ATTIKAG

40¢ al. T.X.

Ap. eup. EAM I 15452

Fragment of a funerary relief
depicting twin babies

Found in Menidi, Attica

4th c. BC

Cat. no. NAM [" 15452

he Collections ofthe National Archaeological Museumare enriched
Tfor over a century now through confiscations and repatriations of
antiquities coming from illegal excavations and illicit trade, as well
as by handed-in and donated ones. Not rarely private individuals
bring antiquities to the Museum without expecting the payment of any
reward. Some stories-are particularly touching and remarkable, such
as this one.

In November 2008, a destitute brought to the Museum, wrapped in an

-old cloth, a fragment of marble. He recounted that he had found it in

a torrent at Menidi. The Museum’s archaeologists were surprised o
see that the marble fragment preserved in relief two bundled babies,
apparently twins, in the arms of a female figure.

The theme of a female figure holding a baby or an infant appears
in @ multitude of funerary monuments of the 4th c. BC, where the
mother, the wet nurse or a female relative holds the infant tenderly in
her arms. It has even been suggested that funerary reliefs depicting
swaddled babies were intended for the tombs of women who died in
childbirth; although this can be confirmed only when explicitly stated
In the stele’s inscription. '

However, the peculiarity of this éculpture, which makes it so interesting,
lies in the fact that it does not depict a single baby, but twins. In vase
painting, representations of twin infants are limited to mythological

a_nd Aphrodite. Funerary monuments depicting twins are extremely
rare. The National Archaeological Museum fragment, as well-as a

. funerary statue of a woman breastfeeding twins from Sicily, are the

5 ~woman, probably to mark their common fate as orphans.

only sculptures portraying mortal twin infants in the arms of the same
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pairs, such as the children of Leto, or the sons of Poseidon, Dionyéus d
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