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lvolavol Kuvnyol atro Tn Bopeia AJEPIKN

American Indian hunters

Meipaid éva KIBWTIO PE
U €ixav atmooTaAE
dwpo Tou Mouoegiou Téxy G Tou Cincinnati oT0 eANVIKS KPATOG, PE TTPO-
oplopd va ekteBolv o1o EBVIKG Apxaioloyikd Mouaoeio. Tnv £TOPEVN
xpovid, To EAM dwpioe oTo apepikavikd Mouoegio apxaia eAANVIKG ay-

yeia. ZTI¢ dlaTrpayuateloElS yia TRV aviaAAayr cuvéBaAe o didonuog -

Apepikavog apxaiohdyog, Carl Blegen. TéTolou €idoug aviaAAayEg fTav
OuUXVEG OTa Xpovia Tou MeooTTroAéuou Kai gixav eKTTAIBEUTIKG Kal DITTAW-
HaTIKO XopokThpd. QOTO0O0, Ol QUEPIKAVIKEG APXAIOTNTEG TTOU £QTACTV
otnv ABrjva dev TTAPOUCIACTNKAV TTOTE KOl O OKPIPAG KATGAOYOS Toug
Oev £xel BpeBei Ewg oruepa.

271G aTToBrKeg Tou EBvIKoU ApyxaioAoyikoU Mouceiou evtoTtrioTnkay Tpo-
oQ@aTa TPIO KEPAMIKA ayyeia ue TTOAUXpwHOo SIGKOOHO Kal apiBuous Ka-
Taypaeng Tou Mouaegiou Tou Cincinnati. Ta ayyeia TTou xpovoAoyouvtal
ammd Tov 180 wg Tov 190 al. p.X., mpoépxovTal amd Tnv KolAada Tou
TTOTaMOU Zuni oTnv ApIl6va Kal QVAKOUV OTNV OUWVUMN QUAR. ZTIG iBIE
atobrikeg UAdooeTal £dW Kal 93 Xpovia Eva XAPTIVO KIBWTIO PE TTaVAP-
xaia AiBiva OTTAa Kal EpyaAgia, TTOU ATAV CUCKEUQOUEVA PE TIPOCOXT OF
atroképpaTta NG e@nuepidag The Cincinnati Enquirer. Ta AiBiva avTiKei-
MEVA EUTTITTTOUV O€ YVWOTOUG TUTTOUG TTEAEKEWY, TQUPIWY, QgIVWV, &E-
OTPWY, LOXAIPIWYV, QIXMWY AKOVTIWV Kal BEAWY, TTOU XpenoiuoTToiouoay
ol ynyeveig TAnBuouoi Tng BA Auepikig peTagl Tng 8ng XIAiETiag T.X.
Kal TNG ETTOXNS aKurS TNG TTOANG Cahokia, 1000 xpdvia TTpIv aTTo OrjuE-
pa. H emmIAoyf TNG CUYKEKPIMEVNG EQNUERIDOC YIa TN CUCKEUOTIO TOUG,
ME NuEpounvia 9 deBpouapiou 1931, UTTOBNAWVEI TTWGS TO TTEPIEXOMEVO
eyKIBwrtioTnke oTo Cincinnati EKEIVES TIC NUEPEG.

O1 apiBuoi KaTaypaErg TV ayyeiwy, ol TUTTOI TwV ABIVWV apxaloTr-
TWV Kal ol TTANpo®opieg atrd Tov eyKIBWTIONO TOUG Mag evBappUvouv
VO TAUTIOOUME TOl AVATTAVTEXO EUPUATA ATTO TIG ATTOBNKEG Tou EBvVIKOU
ApxaioAoyikoU Mougoegiou e TNV ETTICNUN APEPIKAVIKE] ATTOCTOAN apXdl-
OTHTWYV, TTOU OKOTTEUE VO OUCTAOEI OTOUG ETTICKETTTEG TOU UEYOAUTEPOU
eAnvikou Mouaegiou Toug GyvwaoToug TTOMITIONOUG TNG Bopelag ANEPIKIG.

In May 1931 a box of American Indian antiquities reached the port of
Piraeus, sent as a gift by the Cincinnati Art Museum to the Greek State,
with the aim of having them exhibited in the National Archaeological
Museum (NAM). The following year the NAM donated, in return, ancient
Greek vases to the Cincinnati Art Museum. Carl Blegen, the acclaimed
American archaeologist, contributed considerably to the negotiations
for this exchange. Exchanges of this kind were common in the Interwar
years and had an educational and diplomatic purpose. However, the
American antiquities that came all the way to Athens have never been
presented and their detailed list has not as yet been found.

Three terracotta vases with polychrome decoration, bearing catalogue
numbers of the Cincinnati Art Museum, were recently located in the
storerooms of the NAM. The vases, which are dated to the 18th and
the 19th cent. A.D., come from the Zuni river valley in Arizona and
belong to the Zuni tribe. Also, kept in the same storerooms for the past
93 years is a cardboard box that contains ancient stone weapons and
tools, neatly wrapped in newspaper pages of The Cincinnati Enquirer.
The stone objects fall under common types of hand axes, hammers,
adzes, scrapers, knives, projectiles and arrowheads, which were used
by the indigenous populations of Northeastern America between the
8th millennium B.C. and the floruit of the city of Cahokia, 1000 years
ago. The choice of this particular newspaper for their packing, dated
February 9th 1931, indicates that the contents were boxed in Cincinnati
in those days.

The inventory numbers of the vases, the typology of the ancient stone
artefacts and the encasing information encourage us to identify these
unexpected finds from the storerooms of the NAM with the official
American shipment of antiquities, which intended to introduce the
visitors of the biggest Greek Museum to the unknown civilizations of
North America.
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